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sincere affection from allies and opponents alike, he cared
neither for popularity nor unpopularity : he had his duty
to perform, and, moreover, he fully understood the implica-
tions of that duty : a strong conviction of the necessity of his
work reinforced his sense of professional zeal. No man saw
more of the secret machinations of the forces of disorder,
and his deepest sympathies were aroused by the sufferings
of the unfortunate, and often helpless, victims of the wide-
spread conspiracy which was producing outrage and con-
spiracy all over the South and West of Ireland. No man was
more convinced than he that Ireland needed twenty years'
resolute government by the strong hand of England ; the
grim facts disclosed by every prosecution under the Crimes
Act were being stored up in his mind as a new and concrete
argument for the Union. It sometimes happens that a man
is considered intransigent and unreasonable by others
whose wisdom, compared to the knowledge of that man, is
but ignorance. What English " Unionist " who voted for the
Irish Treaty in 1922 really guessed, or, if he had ever known,
remembered what a mass and depth of experience and
knowledge lay behind that bitter, accusing, and memorable
speech of the newly appointed law lord ?
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